Sandy Bay: Metis Withdrawal from Treaty

Compiled by Lawrence Barkwell

Coordinator of Metis Heritage and History Research

Louis Riel Institute

On April 26, 1886, Francois Desmerais, on behalf of the Half Breeds at Sandy Bay who have left
treaty, writes to the Prime Minister, to ask that the Reserve be opened for settlement. They state
that there are no Indians left living on the Reserve. See the actual petition appended below.

The men who signed the April 26, 1886 Petition are:

Beaulieu, Alexandre
Beaulieu, Antoine
Beaulieu, Baptiste
Beaulieu, Jean Baptiste
Beaulieu, Michel
Beaulieu, Pascal
Boulette, Francois
Desjarlais, Francois
Desjarlais, Isidore
Desjarlais, Joseph
Desjarlais, Patrice
Desjarlais, Pierre
Houle, Francois
Houle, Joseph
Lacouette, Augustine
Lacouette, Baptiste

Lacouette, Jean Baptiste

Lacouette, John
Lacouette, Louison
Lacouette, Napoleon
Lepasseur, Alexandre
Lepasseur, Augustin
Lepasseur, John
Lepasseur, Joseph
Lepasseur, Michel
Mousseau, Antoine Jr.
Mousseau, Antoine Sr.
Richard, Antoine
Richard, Francis
Richard, John William
Richard, Joseph
Richard, William Jr.

Richard, William Sr.
Roulette, Ambroise
Roulette, Louison
Roulette, Michel Jr.
Roulette, Michel Sr.
Roulette, Pierre
Spence, Baptiste
Spence, George
Spence, Jean Baptiste
Spence, John
Spence, Louison
Spence, Nicholas
Spence, Samuel
Star, Stanislas

West, William

Subsequently, on August 6, 1886, Kakousance and Baptiste Metneaywewind write to Inspector
E. McColl to reverse the withdrawal from treaty. They say that they were deceived by agents
(Mr. Martineau) into taking Metis Scrip. They had apparently been told that any Band members
who had Metis ancestors or any white blood would lose everything, thus they should take scrip.

This letter is attached below.



On August 29, 1886, Robert Tweddell writes to Inspector E. McColl indicating that Kakousance
was well aware of what he was doing when the April 26, 1886 petition was signed and in fact
Baptiste Spence was not involved in this August 6, 1886 request and told him he was “not sorry
but that he was glad (to leave) because, said he, I am my own master now and can go where I
like.” Similarly others he talked to were quite satisfied.
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